ncoc'fJT 


w at ,he addressee. I ° 

f* receipt, r 


105603-a* 


Dr. Cyril Wecht 
Chief Coroner 
Allegheny County 
542 4th Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

Dear Dr. Wecht: 


May 26, 1994 

Joe Pepl inski 
P.0. Box 397 
Vail, CO 81658 
303-949-5265 


Over the past five years I have read over twenty books on 
the assassination of President Kennedy and accumulated 
several hours of video tape on the subject. This, by no 
means, makes me an expert on the assassination. My study of 
the crime, however, has led to a question that I feel can 
best be addressed by you. Please be kind enough to consider 
responding to the following concern. 

Would there be any reason, during the photographing of the 
president’s body at the autopsy, that the head brace that 
supported the president’s head would be changed for a 
different style of head brace? 


In several of the books that I have, there are reprints of 
what are supposedly the official autopsy photographs. What 
I have noticed is that there appear to be three, and 
possibly four different head rests, or braces in use in four 
different pictures. In all of my readings, this issue is 
addressed only once, and then in less than 150 words. 

In Robert J. Groden’s new book, THE KILLING OF A PRESIDENT . 
The Complete Photographic Record of the JFK Assassination, 
The Conspiracy, and the Coverup, the pictures mentioned 
above seem to be of the best quality. These pictures, 
supposedly of the president’s head, on Pages 72, 76, 82, and 
83, all show a different head rest, or brace. The picture 
on Page 83 doesn’t show the president’s head on a brace, but 
what appears to be some type of head rest seems to be under 
tbe wrist of the person holding the president’s head. 

The head rest, or brace in the picture on Page 76 looks 
similar to the head rest or brace under the person’s arm on 
Page 83. However, a more washed out exposure of what 
appears to be the same picture as that on Page 76 can be 
found in Harrison Edward Livingston’s book, HIGH TREASON 2 . 
labled "The Stare-of-Death photograph (FI), in the picture 
section that follows Page 224 of the text. In this picture, 
it appears that the head rest, or brace, is connected by 
some type of arm to the autopsy table, whereas the picture 



on Page 83 shows the head rest to be some type of block or 
chock. Not enough of the head rests are visible in either 
picture to determine if they are one in the same, but enough 
is shown to definitely see that they are different than 
thosie shown on Pages 72 and 76. 

Another curiosity that crops up is that the wound labled 
"Devil’s Ear” on the photograph labled "The Groden Superior 
Right Profile (Gl) , in HIGH TREASON 2 . which appears to be 
the same photograph as that on Page 82 of THE KILLING OF A 
PRESIDENT . seems to be in the same location as the prongs of 
the head rest shown in the picture on Page 76. 

I understand that my question, or concern, can be answered 
in several different ways: 

1. The pictures published in the books are not true copies 
of the official autopsy photographs. Some may be copies of 
unofficial pictures taken of the body during or immediately 
after the autopsy, or possibly at Parkland. The body was 
moved to a different table for embalming, but no official 
photographs were taken after the body was moved. 

2. The pictures published in the books are true copies of 
the official autopsy photographs, and for some reason, the 
head rests, or braces, were changed during the picture 
taking session. 

3. The pictures published in the books are true copies of 
the official autopsy photographs, and the body was moved to 
a different autopsy table or tables for the different 
photographs . 

4. The pictures published in the books are true copies of 
the official autopsy photographs, and the official 
photographs have been doctored. 

You have been able to view the official autopsy pictures 
that are in The National Archives. Only someone that can 
view the official photographs in the National Archives can 
determine if the pictures that have been published in the 
above mentioned books are true copies. 

Issues 2 and 3 above can be answered by the autopsy record 
of procedure, if such a thing exists. In reviewing my 
material, I have not been able to find any statement that 
the head rests were changed, or that the body was moved 
during the picture taking. I have read that the body was 
moved to a different table for embalming, but no official 
autopsy photos were taken after the body was moved to this 
tab l e . 

I realize I am oversimplifying a bit, but if Items 1, 2, and 
3 above can be ruled out, it only leaves Item 4. Regardless 



of the arguments for and against the possible doctoring of 
the autopsy photos, the appearance of two or three different 
head rests when there should only be one should mean that 
all of the pictures are not necessarily of the president, 
but have been altered to look like the president. 

Your input on my questions would be greatly appreciated. 

Thank you for your time. 



